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Nativity Triptych ~ Mark Daehlin

Watch our Christmas Day Service on Channel 105

Order of Worship
Prelude

Birthday of a King

Rhonda R.
Charles G.

Lighting of Candles
Words of Welcome for Christmas Day
The First Noel
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The first Noel the angel did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay, keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Refrain:
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
Born is the King of Israel.
They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the east beyond them far;
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night.

Refrain:

Text: English traditional; Music: English traditional; arr. hymnal version. Arr. © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.
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Gospel: Luke 2:1-20
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus
that all the world should be registered. This was the first
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph
also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He went to
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in
the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel
said to them, Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.
(Turn page)
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And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying, Glory to God in
the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those
whom he favors! When the angels had left them and gone
into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, Let us go
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us. So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in
the manger. When they saw this, they made known what
had been told them about this child; and all who heard it
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

Lisa D.

Isaiah 11:1-9
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a
branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of
the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in
the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes
see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with
equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth
with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he
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shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt
around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his
loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie
down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling
together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and
the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child
shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child
shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or
destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.
O Come, All Ye Faithful
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O, come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant!
O, come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him,
Born the king of angels:
Refrain:
O, come, let us adore him,
O, come, let us adore him,
O, come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

(Turn page)
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Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n!
Word of the Father,
Now in flesh appearing: Refrain:
Text: attrib. John F. Wade; Music: attrib. John F. Wade

Gospel: John 1:1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning
with God. All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come
into being in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was
John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that
all might believe through him. He himself was not the light,
but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in
the world, and the world came into being through him; yet
the world did not know him. He came to what was his own,
and his own people did not accept him. But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of
the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And
the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of
grace and truth.
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What Child Is This?
What child is this, who laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary!
Why lies he in such mean estate
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce him through,
The cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,
The babe, the son of Mary!
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come, peasant, king, to own him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise, the song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,
The babe, the son of Mary!
Text: William C. Dix; Music: English ballad; Public Domain.

Rhonda R.
Charles G.
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Angels from the Realms of Glory
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Angels, from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Once you sang creation’s story,
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth:
Refrain:
Come and worship,
Come and worship,
Worship Christ,
The newborn king.
Shepherds, in the fields abiding,
Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing,
Yonder shines the infant light. Refrain:
Sages, leave your contemplations,
Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great desire of nations,
You have seen his natal star. Refrain:
All creation, join in praising God,
The Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising
To the eternal Three in One. Refrain:
Text: James Montgomery, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, st. 4; Music: Henry T. Smart.
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Lullaby on Christmas Eve
Vuggesang om Julekvelden
Prayer/Poem
Dismissal

Lisa D.
Charles G.

Amazing Peace
The Work of Christmas

Go Tell It on the Mountain

Maya Angelou
Howard Thurman
ELW 290

Refrain:
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’rywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!

While shepherds kept their watching
O’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light. Refrain:
The shepherds feared and trembled
When, lo, above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus
That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain:
Down in a lonely manger
The humble Christ was born:
And God sent us salvation
That blessed Christmas morn.

Refrain:

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., stanzas, alt.;
Music: African American spiritual.

Postlude

Joy to the World

Rhonda R.
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The Work of Christmas
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among others,
To make music in the heart.
~ Howard Thurman
in Bread for the Preacher
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