
 

  

 

 

Second Sunday of Easter 
 

April 16, 2023     10:30 a.m. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

Come to Chapel or watch on Channel 105 



 

  

Order of Worship 

Gathering 

Prelude                      Fanfare on Rhonda R. 

                       Jesus Christ Is Risen Today  
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Proclamation 
 

This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice 

and be glad in it! 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! The Lord is risen indeed! 

Alleluia!  
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Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain ELW 363  
 

Come, you faithful, raise the strain 

Of triumphant gladness! 

God has brought Israel 

Into joy from sadness, 

Loosed from Pharaoh's bitter yoke 

Jacob's sons and daughters; 

Led them with unmoistened foot 

Through the Red Sea waters. 
 

Now the queen of seasons,  

Bright with the day of splendor, 

With the royal feast of feasts, 

Comes its joy to render; 

Comes to glad Jerusalem, 

Who with true affection 

Welcomes in unwearied strain 

Jesus' resurrection! 
 

Neither could the gates of death, 

Nor the tomb’s dark portal,  

Nor the watchers nor the seal, 

Hold you as a mortal: 

 

 

 (Turn page) 
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But today, among your own, 

You appear, bestowing 

Your deep peace, which evermore  

Passes human knowing. 
 

Alleluia! Now we cry  

To our Lord immortal, 

Who triumphant burst the bars 

Of the tomb’s dark portal; 

Alleluia! with the Son 

God the Father praising 

Alleluia! yet again 

To the Spirit raising. 
 

Text: John of Damascus; tr. John Mason Neale, alt.  Music: Johann Horn; arr. hymnal version.  

Arr. © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.  
 

Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with  

you all. 
 

Response: And also with you. 
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Canticle of Praise ELW, pages 149-150 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ the Lamb who was slain, 

Whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 

And honor and blessing and glory are his.    

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.  
 

Sing with all the people of God 

And join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor and glory and might 

Be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God, 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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Prayer of the Day  
 

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who 

believe and the hope of those who doubt, may we, who 

have not seen, have faith in you and receive the 

fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns  

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

Word 
 

First Reading – Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice 

and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in 

Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what 

I say. 
 

 “You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: 

Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with 

deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did 

through him among you, as you yourselves know—

 this man, handed over to you according to the definite 

plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and 

killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God 

raised him up, having freed him from death, because it 

was impossible for him to be held in its power. For 

David says concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always  
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before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not 

be shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and my 

tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live in 

hope. For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or 

let your Holy One experience corruption. You have 

made known to me the ways of life; you will make me 

full of gladness with your presence.’  
 

“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our 

ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and 

his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, 

he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that 

he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 

Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the 

Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor 

did his flesh experience corruption.’ This Jesus God 

raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. 
 

Response: Thanks be to God! 
 

Psalm 16 
 

Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 
 

I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; I have no 

good apart from you.” 

 (Turn page) 
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As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, in 

whom is all my delight. 
 

Those who choose another god multiply their 

sorrows; their drink offerings of blood I will not 

pour out or take their names upon my lips. 
 

The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold 

my lot. 
 

The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant 

places; I have a goodly heritage. 
 

I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night 

also my heart instructs me. 
 

I keep the Lord always before me; because he is at 

my right hand, I shall not be moved. 
 

Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my 

body also rests secure. 
 

For you do not give me up to Sheol, or let your 

faithful one see the Pit. 
 

You show me the path of life. In your presence there is 

fullness of joy; in your right hand are pleasures 

forevermore. 
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Second Reading – I Peter 1:3-9 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth 

into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is 

imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven 

for you, who are being protected by the power of God 

through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 

last time. 
 

In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you 

have had to suffer various trials, so that the 

genuineness of your faith—being more precious than 

gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be 

found to result in praise and glory and honor when 

Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have not seen 

him, you love him; and even though you do not see 

him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an 

indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving 

the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. 
 

Response: Thanks be to God! 
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Gospel Acclamation    
 

These Things Did Thomas  Thomas H. Troeger 

     Count As Real 
 

  These things did Thomas count as real: 

 The warmth of blood, the chill of steel, 

 The grain of wood, the heft of stone, 

 The last frail twitch of flesh and bone. 
 

 The vision of his skeptic mind 

 Was keen enough to make him blind 

 To any unexpected act 

 Too large for his small world of fact. 
  

Gospel – John 20:19-31 
 

Response: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the 

week, and the doors of the house where the disciples 

had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and 

his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 

Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 

the Father has sent me, so I send you.”  

 

         (Turn page) 
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When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 

them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins 

of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of 

any, they are retained.”  
 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the 

twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the 

other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 

he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in 

his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 

and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and 

Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, 

Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger 

here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it 

in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas 

answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to 

him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 

come to believe.”  
 

 

 

 

 (Turn page) 



 

  

11 
 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 

disciples, which are not written in this book. But these 

are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus  

is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 

believing you may have life in his name. 
 

         The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

     Response:   Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

      These Things Did Thomas   Thomas H. Troeger 

      Count As Real 
 

 His reasoned certainties denied 

 That one could live when one had died, 

 Until his fingers read like Braille 

 The markings of the spear and nail. 
 

 May we, O God, by grace believe 

 And thus the risen Christ receive, 

 Whose raw, imprinted palms reached out 

 And beckoned Thomas from his doubt. 

 

Sermon       The Mark of the Nails     Pastor Mandsager 
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Now the Green Blade Rises ELW 379 
 

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,  

Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 

Love lives again, that with the dead has been; 

Love is come again like wheat arising green.  
 

In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain,  

Thinking that he would never wake again,  

Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen; 

Love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

Forth he came at Easter, 

like the risen grain,  

He that for three days in 

the grave had lain;  

Raised from the dead, 

my living Lord is seen; 

Love is come again like 

wheat arising green. 

 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 

Your touch can call us back to life again, 

Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; 

Love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum; Music: French carol. Text © Oxford University Press. 
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Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen  

and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 

God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 

Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one Being with the Father; through him 

all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried. On the third day  

he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge  

the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have  

no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 

life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 

with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets.  
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 

sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the 

life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church Sundays and Seasons, alt. 
 

Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 

     Response: And also with you. 
 

Offertory     At the Lamb’s High Feast Rhonda R. 

                                     We Sing 
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Meal 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 

Response: And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
 

Response: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

      Response: It is right to give our thanks and  

                         and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise…we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and 

might: heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest. 
 

Invitation 
 

Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray.  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us. And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Communion Distribution 
 

Communion Song      Lamb of God ELW, page 154   
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

Grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 

Prayer 
 

Gracious God, in you we live and move and have  

our being. With your word and this meal of grace,  

you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us  

to show your love and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

The God of all, who raised       Jesus from the dead,  

bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the 

new creation. Amen. 
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Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing ELW 389 
 

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.  

The cross stands empty to the sky.  

Let streets and homes with praises ring.  

Love, drowned in death, shall never die.  
 

Christ is alive! No longer bound  

To distant years in Palestine,  

But saving, healing, here and now,  

And touching ev’ry place and time.  
 

In ev’ry insult, rift, and war,  

Where color, scorn, or wealth divide,  

Christ suffers still, yet loves the more,  

And lives, where even hope has died.  
 

Women and men, in age and youth,  

Can feel the Spirit, hear the call,  

And find the way, the life, the truth,  

Revealed in Jesus, freed for all.  
 

Christ  is alive, and comes to bring  

Good news to this and ev’ry age,  

Till earth and sky and ocean ring 

With joy, with justice, love, and praise.  
 

Text: Brian A. Wren; Music: T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica. Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company 
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Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
 

Response: Thanks be to God.   
 

Postlude     Now the Green Blade Rises Rhonda R. 
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The Reverend Michael Mandsager, Chaplain, Director of Spiritual Care 

(507) 664-3478 

mmandsager@northfieldretirement.org 


